[image: image1.jpg]VER



[image: image2.png]TheObse




[image: image2.png]

THE OBSERVER ETHICAL AWARDS 2010: WINNERS ANNOUNCED
On Thursday 10th June the winners of the 2010 Observer Ethical Awards, in association with Ecover, were announced at a star-studded ceremony in London, presented by Colin Firth and Lucy Siegle. 
 
Over 8,000 entries were received this year representing the enormous variety of solutions and ideas dealing with environmental and social justice in the UK. The winners demonstrated that extra ingenuity and creativity that caught the attention of our judges and set them apart from the intense competition. Pestival, the winner of the conservation project of the year, created a unique way of educating people about the importance of insects to our ecology. Our judges were struck by the resource and ingenuity of the Recyclists who, after school, collect their neighbour’s household waste and take it the local recycling centre. 
 
There were also victories last night for big businesses showing a determination to become green; B & Q were rewarded for role they play in demystifying ecological issues to the mass consumer and were awarded ethical business of the year. Ethical fashion label From Somewhere won the prestigious ethical fashion category for its best selling viper dress developed and sold through Tesco. 
 
The Observer readers had a hand in voting for the winners and rewarded: Local Roots and Wellie Boots as local retailer of the year; Riverford Organic as online retailer of the year; Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall as campaigner of the year and Caroline Lucas as politician of the year. 
 
Lucy Siegle, Ethical Living Correspondent, The Observer said: 'It's amazing to see how much these awards have grown over the last five years. I was delighted by the number and quality of the entries this year. The winners have fought off really tough competition and to be able to celebrate their achievements with our excellent panel of judges at the V&A has been very special.'
The winners:

The Observer Lifetime Achievement
Gordon Roddick

 

Local Retailer
Local Roots & Wellie Boots

 

Online Retailer
Riverford Organic Vegetables

 

Campaigner
Hugh Fearnley Whittingstall

 

Politician
Caroline Lucas

 

Ecover Ethical Kids
The Recyclists

 

Jupiter Big Idea Award
Resomation

 

Ethical Business
B&Q

 

Fashion & Accessories sponsored by Marie Claire
From Somewhere

 

Conservation sponsored by National Grid
Pestival

 

Grassroots Project
Abundance
For more information on The Observer Ethical awards visit: www.observer.co.uk/ethicalawards 

-ends- 
Notes to editors:
        Judging took place at Kings Place on Tuesday 27th April 2010. On the panel for 2010 was: Tim Lewis, editor, Observer Magazine; Clare Allman, marketing manager, Ecover; Michael Bremans, managing director, Ecover; Emma Howard Boyd, head of sustainable investment and governance, director, Jupiter Asset Management; Colin Firth, actor; Livia Giuggioli, film producer and owner Eco Age; John Grant, author and marketing consultant; Ben Fogle, TV presenter; Chris Murray, director UK transmission, National Grid; Jayne Pickering, director of fashion, Marie Claire; Zoe Robinson, sustainable development manager, Warren Evans; Dilys Williams, director of sustainable fashion, London College of Fashion; Robert Matthams, director, Shiply.com; Kate Humble, TV presenter; Penny Newman, chief executive, Fifteen Foundation; Bonnie Wright, actress; Rick Edwards, T4 presenter; Deborah Meaden, businesswoman and Dragon’s Den star; Ben Okri, author; Sue Perkins, comedian; Jo Wood, Jo Wood Organics and Rob Holdway, director, Giraffe Innovation.  
       The winner of the ethical kids award received £2000 bursary from Ecover for three years. The winner in the Jupiter big idea category received £2000 and National Grid presented the winner of the conversation category with £1000 to put towards their conservation project. 
       For more information on Ecover see www.ecover.com
For further information please contact:
Christine Crowther, Press Office, 0203 353 2219
